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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SALUTATIONS

Lady of Ceremonies
Custos – Hon. Steadman Fuller  and Mrs Fuller

President – Mark Gonzales

Gracious invitation arrived on December 18th - 

Saturday, January 19th seemed  far away – succumbed to the yuletide spirit.

Delighted  to share this memorable occasion with you.

I also owe the Custos one – not because of any connection with the marketing of my book – but for conceiving the concept of the mentor’s programme for schools and topping that my assignment to Red Hills Road.

Deserves our loud applause for such a timely and important initiative – which  should be expanded and continued.

PEACE AND JUSTICE

The modern nomenclature is Lay Magistrates.  I still prefer to call  you  Justices of the Peace.

As Peter Tosh proclaimed, there can be no peace without justice.

Tonight, I want to share with you an idea how to secure peace in our land and thereby ensure justice for all within a new national framework.
REFLECTIONS

My Political Journey has sought to relate how one of humble rural origin could, through the doors of educational opportunity and the avenues of our democratic process, ascend the ladder of service to our nation at the highest levels.  My engagement in writing it  also allowed me to identify the main springs of our success as a nation and pinpoint the hurdles where we have stumbled.  
There is one constant link and indispensible thread – it is reflected best by the full release of our creative energy within a template that commands a total unity of purpose and lofty goals which must fuel the spirit of a national flame that may flicker but never extinguished.
Somehow, we have to overcome the barriers which confront us – race, colour, class, gender, religion and, of course, party politics – to build that Jamaica which VISION 2030 heralds:  “The place of choice to live, work, raise families and do business.”

Simply put, we will succeed where the talents we promote and the solutions we find are grounded in the collective strengths and united vision of the Jamaican people.
What can we learn about action in concert?

There is a recent example –

For years we had been grappling with the problem of maintaining the best practices in financial management when changes of Administration occur. 

The advent of EPOC was a welcome catalyst in the management of our economic affairs which permitted us to move smoothly from one Administration to another in the implementation of our economic affairs.  Critical stakeholders became engaged in the monitoring process.

EAC
Some of you may have forgotten that less than four decades ago, our electoral system suffered severe convulsions which threatened to tear apart the delicate fabric of our nascent democracy.  

Faced with the imminent danger of ripping our society to shreds, good sense prevailed and the political leadership of both sides,  strongly supported by the media, the clergy, academia, our professionals and civil society were able to design and create what now ranks among the most efficient and highly respected electoral machineries in the world.

It is full confidence in the integrity of the electoral system and the maturation of our two party tradition which enabled a new government to be sworn in within days of the last general elections, with the slender majority of a single seat – without a single shot, without the need for judicial recourse or foreign intervention.

The taste of the pudding is the eating.

DUTIES, RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

The State  has a solemn duty to protect the life, limb and property of every citizen within its borders.  The Cabinet, the Legislature and the  Judiciary have their own clear lines of responsibility to secure this without violating the rights and liberties which we  hold sacred in a free and democratic society.   We discard or disregard them at the peril of anarchy and obliterating our history of struggle.

To secure a society cohesive and just VISION 2030 points out that the issue of governance is central to the development discourse and pinpoints the need for collaborative effort between the effective management of the State and organized civil society.   
Clearly there are several stakeholders; each and everyone of us has a vital contribution to make. 

Without seeking to divest or impede any arm of the State in the discharge of their distinct sphere of responsibility, we are compelled to re-examine how the separate elements can work more effectively in sync, taking into full account all the provisions of our Constitution and the institutional functions of the moving parts which presently exist.

We have two eyes, each of which does not always or necessarily see the same thing exactly in the identical way – but it is the combination of both which provides a single vision.   We only have one mouth which means we should have one voice for the nation as a whole.

NATIONAL SECURITY COMMISSION

Tonight, I will deliberately avoid any trespass on the debate as to the constitutionality of the three States of Emergency or whether or not extensions of the these SOE declarations were justified or not.

With the full benefit of long reflection in the pavilion and 20/20 hindsight, I have come firmly to the strong personal conviction, that the EAC model must be the kernel in the fight to combat excessive crime and wanton violence, which not just today but during the life of past Administrations, including my own, constitutes the greatest threat to our society and its prospects for prosperity.

I believe the time has come for the constitution of a single body, appropriately tailored by the sartorial pattern of the EAC model that would eventually incorporate a range of wide-ranging functions now spread across The Police Services Commission, The  Office of Complaints Authority, INDECOM and a myriad of related groups – consisting of three Independent persons chosen for their expertise by the Governor-General after due consultations, with one person nominated by the Prime Minister and one by the Leader of the Opposition.

PRECEDENT  FOR STATE OF  EMERGENCY  EXTENSIONS

Where constitutional and institutional restraints exist, that can only be removed by legislative action which requires a stipulated time-table, we may have to begin initially with a Body, which like the EAC, only acquires full Commission status for aspects of national security in  an agreed parliamentary time frame.

We could use the precedent of Section 67 in our Constitution  that provides for  a Standing Committee of the House, chaired by the Speaker,  to delineate Constituency boundaries, but since the birth of the Electoral Advisory Committee, these are acted upon in accordance with their recommendations.  
The Government would retain the power for the original declaration of a SOE.  The EAC practice could be applied to matters pertaining to their extension.  Extensions would be first considered by such a group and their recommendation then approved by recourse to Parliament in accordance with the existing legislative requirements for extensions.   This would allow for certainty where required and avoid the danger that a State of Emergency was being extended or curtailed for partisan political reasons.

I firmly believe the creation and nurturing of a National Security Commission is the most constructive way to secure and build national consensus in order to fashion a common design and bridge the partisan divide, without which we will always be prone to scoring political points and never permanently curtail the menace of violent crime. 

CRITERIA FOR AWARDS

This is an Award Banquet in which you will extend special recognition to those who have given exemplary service.

The criteria stipulate –

· show humanity in providing service

· hold in high regard an agent of change
· going beyond the call of duty.

Of course, your integrity must be beyond question

· ensure that no corrupt holder of the office can besmirch  the good name and fine reputation attached to the office.

Unlike the era of the colonial plantocracy in Jamaica, Justices of the Peace are no longer chosen or expected to buttress an oppressive social order or entrench the exploitation of labour by an inequitable economic system.
You must earn respect by being fair and even handed – not awe which stems from the abuse of sitting on the Bench, or the usurpation of your jurisdiction.
Anecdote – of  Black Cap

In every community today – we hear the cry 

We want Justice – from the victims of crime, from those pleading for local services – water, roads, light, security.

As Justices of the Peace within each community, who must relate closely with the citizens, you are uniquely suited to help in promoting their rights as you adjudicate on disputes and breaches  of  the law which  fall within your jurisdiction.

Heartiest congratulations to the deserving recipients.
Once again, I implore you tonight that as healers of the breach, as custodians of the peace, as agents of change, you continue to play a catalytic role in building a better, brighter, prosperous and peaceful Jamaica, this beautiful and precious land we love.

PAGE  
8

